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Why social entrepreneurship is important for regional 

development?  

 
Important place in EU 
social & sustainable 

policy; in the financial 
plans and funding policy  

Ongoing 
conceptualization of 

field and scope of 
social enterprise 

Ongoing legislation 
development for 

social 
entrepreneurship in 
European countries  

Which concept and 
policy choose the 

government to develop 
social entrepreneurship.  

Who can develop social 
enterprises? 

Cooperatives; Firms; 
NGO’s; Social services?; 

or working as part of CSR   

Ongoing EU, national 
and academic debates 

about the possible 
subjects of social 
entrepreneurship  

Seen as local, regional 
and European way for 

future sustainable 
regions of economic 
developed Europe.  

Seen as way for 
development of 

public and private 
initiative for local and 
regional sustainability 

Seen as way to 
promote and develop 

social economy as 
way for sustainable 

living in regions? 
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Ongoing problems on EU level about social entrepreneurship and 

it’s European, national and regional role  

Social 
entreprene

urship or 
social 

economy is 
the main 
subject   

Social 
entrepreneu
rship/econo
my is social 

policy or 
part of 

political view 
for 

sustainable 
regional 
economy  

Without clarity 
on EU level – 

huge difference 
of national 

understanding 
and 

development   

No idea on 
national level 
(among most 

European 
counters) how 

to interact, 
cooperate and 
develop cross-

border 
cooperation 
during social 

enterprises and 
their products  
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Conceptual problems – who can develop social 

entrepreneurship & for whom? 

SOCIAL ENTERPRISES??!! 

But what is this?  

NGO’s, but 
which ones?  

Municipalities? 
And other 

public bodies?  

Firms; incl. as 
CSR? 

Cooperatives; 
Social 

cooperatives?  

Open questions: 
 
- State role 
 
- With or for 

people in risk  
 

- Dominated 
model and 
empowered 
subject  
 
 
 
 

Regional 
perspective: 
 
Social policy or 
regional policy is 
developed or 
something else? 
 
Political 
perspective?  
 
Economic 
perspective?   
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Bulgaria and the new social entrepreneurship policy 

New legislation, but 
only as part of social 
policy and for part of 

the interested subjects  

Limited legislative 
scope for social 

enterprise   

 

Missing political vison 
about development of 

social 
entrepreneurship 

outside social inclusion    

Small financial 
goverment support for 

the sector  

Limited legislation, 
governmental & policy 
measures  supporting 

regions for social 
economy development  
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Outlined risks  

Sustainable regional and local 
development need social economy, as 

part of the sustainable economy.  
Social enterprises are key element of 

the new social economy concept.   

R1 -  Social economy seen 
only as part of social 

support models and policy  

R3 – Regions and local authorities 
without legislative power to develop 

sustainable economy practices   

R2 – Social enterprises scope with 
legislative limitations   
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION! 

 
veselina@unwe.bg 
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